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very bad rider, he often fell off, only saying, as he got up .again, ' How tough you are !   Oh, yes ; you are tough!'
In forty-eight hours I covered the hundred and twenty leagues between Paris and Strasburg, in spite of rain and snow. Woirland could do no more; we had to change our mode of travelling. Besides, I knew that in Germany nobody posted on horseback, and we were still only half-way to-Augsburg, our rendezvous. At last I found a carriage, and reached Augsburg, where I * joined my comrades. The Emperor, the marshal, and nearly all the troops were already in the field. I managed to buy a horse in the town. I exchanged my carriage for another, and we set off in the saddle. In the course of a few weeks we had sold our horses-cheap, and spent a great deal of money—all to go and meet the bullets which were to take away many of our lives. You may call the feeling which urged us love of glory, or perhaps'-madness; it was an imperious master, and we inarched without looking back.
We reached head-quarters on April 20, during the action at Abensberg. Marshal Lannes complimented us on our zeal, and sent us off at once into the thick of the fire to bear his orders. The Austrians, under the Archduke Charles,, withdrew behind the Danube at Landshut, beyond the Iser? as usual omitting to destroy the bridges. Napoleon attacked Landshut with the infantry. Tfyey crossed the bridge twice under a hail of bullets, but on reaching the other side were stopped by a huge gate, which the enemy's rear-guard was defending with a brisk fire from the walls of the town. Twice our columns were repulsed with loss, but the Emperor,, who set very much by the capture of Landshut, that ho-might cross the Iser before the archduke could organise his-resistance more thoroughly, ordered a third attack. The troops told off for this were getting ready to march when Napoleon, seeing his aide-de-camp, General Mouton, who was coming to report the result of a mission which he had given him that morning, said, £ You come just in time ; put yourself at the head of that column, and carry the town of Landshut.' So perilous a task set him without notice would
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